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Why did Altai-Urianhai people go aross the Altai Mountains
to Xinjiang?
— The “Mass Refugee Movement” in 1930 —

KammMura Akira

Abstract
In June 1930, over 430 Altai-Urianhai families moved across the Altai Mountains to
Xinjiang, China. This “escape” triggered a chain of cross-border movements going
out of Mongolia, initially in the region of western Mongolia and then spreading all
along the border areas close to China. Altai-Urianhai’s reports presented at the national
congress meetings, as well as maps they produced and submitted to the governments,
show that their territory had shrunk due to Kazakh domination of the region and
unfavorable governmental policies. They stated that their motherland was the Chingel
River to the west of the Altai Mountains, pleading for the government to return it to
them. Furthermore, the government of the People’s Republic of Mongolia, which was
undertaking nation-state building, had started to introduce the school-education system
and the conscription system. The Altai-Urianhai people considered not only those
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systems but also the government to be those of “Halha’s”, “red”, and therefore “evil”.
In this context, they did not “escape” from their motherland, but rather returned to their
homeland. Those suffering in other areas of Mongolia took the incident to be an “escape
from the motherland” or a “form of resistance” rather than a “return home”. In other
words, they “de-contextualized” the incident from Altai-Urianhais’ historical contexts,

and “re-contextualized” it into their own positions in the situation of that time. Thus

developed the mass refugee movements in the early 1930s in Mongolia.
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A TE D BT HHEFI, BECmI-> TEe U TIZBT 505 7 NBUR L4 5 OB HE),
TP AGOBE O EEL L ETAOK K L Vol b AL ADERBRIC L > TOE B Z éﬂk,%@Fﬁw
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Thoi, LaL, EradlloESEEFRENICE L, ERELZERTLZEIETE o, &
1931 4E 5 H, 572720 L7280 200 A g CF v TV E B R & E22 L, 4 FEE
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HA T UBEEORETAPTEEOEEOBINMOL L2 ET5, ~— - XA T L0 9 DIE, 4 TIERL
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M OHLER ) & TR OREARFIKE 2 -7- (Amranxysr 1991: 85), ZHVE TA L BMELEL
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2012: 122), B IVENFIRNICE THEBE L TRFHER A ZITL, TREEMF R TR L Tz
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b, INETNREO L, A D EIERENTZ LB XN, FRESOAHICIE, Hyle o T RERE
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13 7 LYK« YT 73F%)1 (tamjid suraqubayar) (%, 18804ET /L X A « 4 U 7 oA EBE KR A, 1927
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DOEmMCLOIAEKEEOBREZE L VB, ZIICBEXENTWDEHAREZ 728> T, 5
LEIOEFRAZ ML, FERRKEREE, BZORENTETE T, REELENLT, BN
HOEDKRPUZHDONWTEERE T, 2¥DOLIRWELTB I RoTz,

TNEA « FVT UNAHE NN BTEOTRTORLY,

DBREDOKE Y & Z OO ORIE, WHOTNEAZSDLT VTN, UL T, riy,
ANT 4 v Ta, NS, NFRA AR BV, BB OM, EXID Y, Bk, 1,
ikl FEE e &, EIRICEENZ LIS, 200 B EICh o TER RN, EENRZER
OFFREMIC T2 Lo TAERLTE £ L, EHRRICBRWIF 7 2RA L TE D% 2 Om
IZE D Db D THIINAE LEF b, SEREHoEEE LT, 774, Uv, Uy, BY
Y, ENEN 100 FHICK LT LEHZBIR L, E2h3 7 ADBBHET 256 3RO &8 2 5%
HEHMILL, BLEZ/ST, Baoend, tHMOBERICE > TES Lk, Tak
AL, FHZENATEELE, L2L, ERRE LLAEY IV AR LIZEFREE#ZR L
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